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Not going to discuss:

e Is It actually taking place?

e If It IS, then Is It anthropogenic, or
simply a natural variation?

e Are the predictions realistic?

e Does it matter anyway — will the
UK be a better place to live in?
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Is landslide activity episodic? (Because that would
point to it following periods of adverse climate)

 Yes, itis clearly demonstrated by the Hadleigh
Castle case record (Hutchinson & Gostelow,
1976).

Do the same dates come up again and again?
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Shallow slides and mudslides
(chiefly in Gault)
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Landslide activity Is not only episodic — It
often shows the same common dates.

Clearly demonstrated by the Lympne and St
Catherine’s dates (as an example)

But, are they cold periods or warm periods —
or rising sea levels, or tree-clearance?



Ancient evidence Is always incomplete.

Coastal sites could be destablilized by a
variety of factors.

Need something closer to the present time.
We have this with the landslide record In
the “Little Ice Age”.






Gilbert White, in his letter No. 45 to Daines Baugton, writes in "The
Natural History of Selborne”, on the subject ofttevkley Landslip

LETTER XLV

_ "----Mugire videbis
Sub pedibus terram, et descendere montibus ornos."

SELBORNE

WHEN | was a boy | used to read, with astonishraadtimplicit assent,
accounts in "Baker's Chronicle" of walking hills dartravelling
mountains. ........

Heavy rain followed snow melt in Jan
and Feb 1774, also rain in early March.
Slip happened on the night of 8t/9th
March ... a “Little Ice Age” slip



Fairly obvious that a period of increased
precipitation generally stimulates
landslides. In the Little Ice Age, this was
combined with a lowering of global
temperatures.

What happens If increased precipitation Is
combined with elevated temperatures?
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We know that increased rainfall increases
slide activity.

The predictions are for increased rainfall
overall, but more in winter, less In
summer.

We don’t know what this pattern will do, as
It Is different from the “Little Ice Age”
pattern.

Wetter winters, drier summers IS much
more the pattern experienced in Italy ....



